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: ( The :readers of the Register are respect- 
1 fully informed, that the Index to Vol. 
- XXIH,\is ready for delivery; afd that for 
e Vol. XXIy. will be Gelivered next week. ] 
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generous. compassion for the people of 
France, whom, howéver, at' times, we 
have ‘réproached with baseness for submit- 
ting. to. such unparalleled oppression. 
Thus have the mass of the people, who 
adopt, witheut any inquiry, . the sentiments 





| delivered out to them, through the various 


y This document having been published so | and’ endless channels. of deception, cane 
P often by. those persons, who are.so eager for | | habitually.to the conelusion; that‘ the go- 


overthrowing the present ruler aud govern- | 
ment of France, I think proper to publish 
what I deem an answer to it; first insert- 
ing here, for the convenience of my readers, 


ry observations, however, appear necessary. 
——First, I must observe, thatthe Bour- 
bons are by no. means to be blamed for this 


al ‘act, ‘in, itself considered... It.,is ‘perfectly 
H- natural in them: to wish to recover their 
9k former state, and no one can deny them the 
m perfect right of using such means as this to 


accomplish their obiest ; more especially as 
the French people d o now submit to the 

ent of a monarch; having: laid 
pis = 


tit Republican institutions. —— 
ing Bi, haying. Tenet thus, we have an 
ry equal right to examine the, views of those 


to offer our epinions upon it and upon the 
probable effect of its success. -The House 
of Bourbon having invited the French peo- 
ple to eturm,under its sway, we haye a 
right, and it,is our duty, if we lave the 
means in our bands, to shew what was the 
nature and .effect of. their government in 





nigh France ;. and. to inguire, whether ig be, or 
rape be ee likely, that the people of that:coun- 
that be. ray hay bappy by return- 
any ing DA. han they are under the new 


¢ have so long, been ip fear 





ngs 7% 
in lr vd “golem under one form 
bia ng appeared ig us-to 


ron ie ‘that we have, at, last, 
wr rt we emi to have forgoten, 
big bs the iy 

my a, 









d government ol France was: 


esha! to, acknowledge; 
Fee OF of the new government 

‘fear. of it 3, and, therefore, 
riwenty years, been gpea 


8) most horrible despotism, 





by whom the Proclatnation was’ issued, and | 


— 





ats exusteage out-of ous | ‘ 


vernments of France, singe‘the Revolution 
began, has. beeh ‘a ‘series of despdtisms’; 
and, that, before tht’ period, ‘the people ot 


‘that country enjoyed a stare of coumparative 
the Proclamation itself, .A few prelimita: | 


blessedness. Lately, faded ,.as-the pre- 
spect of humbling France appvuadhed. the 
tone of these censorsof her governments has 
been a good deal changed, ' They xow pro- 
fess to seeidanger in the'greainéess and pros - 
perity ob Frances: } But, the delusion. ‘has 
taken fast hold wf -the ‘comtry. ‘ 'The' géhe- 
ral belief is whatol have described ‘it; “ahd, 
it is my intention to ‘show,’ in this paper, 
how the facts really’stand. Tie follow - 
ing isthe. Bourbon Proclamation, which 
has been published three urfoar times’ by 
the papers, which’ generally speak in fi- 
vour of albthe acts of our government. 
‘© The moment is at length atrived when 
‘6 Divine Providence appears ready to break 
* in pieces: the iastrament of ifs wrath. 
** ‘Phe Usurper of the Throne of ‘St, Louis, 
‘* the devastater: of Eurepe,’ experiences 
‘¢ véverses fin his turn., Shall they have 
* no otner effeet > But: that nity faVating 
| ** the calamities. of ‘France ; and will stie 
‘* not dare to overtarn un sis power, ng 
** louger protected (by the-illusious of vic- 
“tory? What prejudices, or what fears, 
‘ can new prevent her from tlirowing her- 
‘6 self: inte» the artos ‘of. her! Kite; ‘and 
«from recognising; in the establistnnent: of 
‘* his: legitimate authority ,° the only pledge 








ss of. union, peacey'and happiness,’ which 


‘‘ his promises lave so ofteti guaranteed ia. 
*t his apr subjects,-—Being neither 
‘able, nor ifélined to obtain, but by: 
<< their efforts; that throne which his rights 
‘Gand their affection can alone confirm, 


king } ‘$ what wishes. should be adverse to those 


‘S.which dre \bastinvaria ‘entertained 7” 
‘ What doubrcan be started‘ with vezaed’ 
C 
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“ powers: inal he will preserve iaear places 
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‘+ Kinr binds himself amew te abolish the: 
ss pores cmscription, which destror: 
‘+ the hoppiness of familzes and the hape oi 
- Lhe coumicy.——Sect ebwavs Save Seen. 
= cock still are ibe mentions of the King. 


bes Bis re-esteb!ishmem ea the throme of bis 


+ be these whe ak preseni eold them, asd > wacestors wilt be for “France “only th: 
vise shall take the cath of Sdelity to him; “ happy transition from the calamaues ofa 
és ghar the Tripangis. Denositaries of the “* war which tyramay perpemmates, to the 


~ L_2ek, Saatl PPO 2m Pr See scne 
- bewuag restos te ibose mma>py ume 
‘sof which bis reture will bawe for ever 
: secked she eblwien: that, im fine, tae 
* code preci 9 ‘s¢ mome of Ag a2c2. 
* but which, jor iae mast part, coniaius 
‘+ caly ihe anceent créimances aad cesioms 
“* of the realm, shal: remaim in force, SUB 


+ the exception of emactments casirary to | 


‘“* the doctrimes of religion, which, as weil 


“2s the liberiy of the peaple, has long 


‘* been subjected io the caprice of the ty- | 


** ram. The Senale, in which are seaied 
“ some men 50 july disiimguished for their 
“ ialents, aad whom se many services may 
render sllusirious m the eges of France, 
“ ond of posteriig—that corps, whose uti- 
“ lny aod im ¢can never be duly 





‘* appreciated till afer the restoration—can | 
“ix fail to perceive the glorious destiny 


“ which sagmens « to become the frst in- 
‘* strument ef that great bemefaction which 
“* will prove the most solid, as well as the 
* most honourable guarantee of us existence 


* biessings of a satid peace, the guaramtes 
~of whick iereagm Powers can only Sac 
* io ube word of ube lezuamaie Soversiga. 
“ Leris.” 
Te take this paper im the order, im which 
a lies before us, we Gnd, then, accordsaz 
to it, that all that Napoleon has done, he 
bas deae under the sanctzes of Dome Pre- 
videmce, whese instrament be bas been. =‘ 
this be the case, fs it not rather borderinz 
upon the mmpiogs to call firm an asurfer. 
seeimg that be has acted under the imme- 
diate direction of the Deity? 5 it not sin- 
ful to 2 to cast bfanse on him for hav- 
_ ang done that which God wished him to do: 
| may that Ged ferced him todo? The A:- 
| torney Generali, Gibbs, who is now Judze 
| Gibbs, did not prosecute my fen for havin: 
written the article about the florzing of the 
Local Militia-men at the town of Ely. He 
| did not prosecute the instrament, nor did 
» he harangac zgzinst it. He = 
(me, whe used the imstrument, and the 
Judges caused me to be imprisoned for two 


‘* and its prerogalewves ?——On the subject | years, and to pay 2 thousand pounds to our 
* of property, the Kinz, who bas already | good old King. Yet, upon the principle, 
‘‘ announced his istestion to empley the | with which’ this Proclamation sets out, it 
‘+ most proper apezns for couciliatinz the | was the per, and mot 1, who ouzkt to have 


“ isserests of all, perceive. m tne aume- | been prosecuted. 


in short. if Napoleon be 


‘* sous settlemenis, which have taken place | held 10 have done what he has done at th: 


*+ between the old .and the sew land- 
‘- holiers, the means of ceaderwmg those 
* cares almost. superiuoys. He engages, 
‘* however, to inlerdscl ali proceedings by 
‘* the Tribunals, .contrary te-siteh selile- 
‘* menis,-—to encourage woluntary arrange- 
* menis, and, om the part of hanseli aod 
*+ bis famualy, so set the examplé of di those 
** sacribces which may contribute te the re- 
“ pose of France, and the sincere union of 
“all Frenchmen.——— Bhe King bas gu2- 
** ranteed to the anmy the maintenance of 
“the ranks, employments, pay, and ap- 
** polmtments which it at present enjoys. 


“* He promises. also lo the Gemerats, Officers, | 


“and soldiers, who shall .signali~e thein- 
** selves in support of his cause, rewards 
“* more subsiantial, dislindlions more Ao- 
‘* nowrable, than amy they can receive from 
“an Usurper,—-always ready 20 disown, 
“or even fo’ sheir sefvice. The 





| 


msu gation of God: if he zs been a mer: 
ustrumernt at the hands of God, it cannot 
be doubied, that it is great’ and Hagran’ 
mupiety te blime, “umch more to abuse 
bam, for what hetras done, or, rather, for 
what be has been the instrament in doing. 
If 2 master tommand his servant to 
comtract debts in his mame; if the servant. 
by the master’s command, commit a tres- 
pass; if-@ coachmar drive wantoaly ove: 
sheep or pigs by his master’s order: the 
laws are open against the’ master and noi 

M uke servant. Fhe maxim of the 
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ir Robert Wittens beok falsely ascribes | clamotion premises. that the persems bold- 


hom. @ & bad been croe. would bare 
on attmbetablc to Divine Prowdence. and | 
ot te Beon2perts. acy more tha my Awe. 
er robbicotier was attriboreble to mr 
on ——- The Ti mrs news-paner. of 2 few | 
Ys 7re, under the name of? 2 pefsen o! the | 
ame of Braves. in additien to! 
-“e other z2o0eminabie f2isehoaods veart- | 





zwsselrts. 


4 forth agaist this greet soldier and be- | 
risiotor. that be conmsed. m Rely. manr! 
esands of persons te be Jaried alive. | 
ven soldiers ef his own army. Bat, sup- | 
xine this to be 2s true 2s it is false, ~does | 
ot this Praclemttien sznction the deed, ! 
¥ zssertier tha: Napeleen bes been an m- 
scrument of the wrath of Divine Provi- 
ece? That is te say, by assertrag, that! 
(Ged forced him te bury these people alive ? | 
Nav. it asserts, im feet, that God did the act: 
becuse mo act cam be s2id to be dene bv | 
the tool made use of in doing it: and be- | 
cause the law says, that “ he who does an | 
“act by anether, docs it bimseff.”—— 
What injustice, upon the principle of this | 
Prociamation, is it, therefore, to call fer | 
vengeance ; for punishment; 2nd even for | 
the Divine vemgeance> upon the head of | 
Nezpoleon? ‘Fer, if men are so wicked, so | 
impious, 23 to wish to punish 2 fellow man | 
for having executed the will of God, what | 
2 horrible idez is it, that Ged should panish | 
2 mon for doing what he hiotself his in- | 
duced him, enabled ‘him, and compelled | 
him te de? But, the Prockzmation goes | 
further: for. % not only asserts, that Nxpo- | 
Jeon has been an instrument in the hands of 








God, but says, that he has been an imstru- 


ment of God's wrath. This embraces 2! 
the acts of - sererify imputed to Napoleon 
and his-armies. Tt was, according to this 
Proclamation, God who made him go to 
Moscow: tooverset the Bourbons in Spain ; 
to kill the Duke of Brunswick ; to capture 
Berlin and Vienna: to drive out the King 
and Queen of Naples; to eject the Italian 
Princes; to take away the dominions and 
power of the Pope; and to keep the Bour- 
bons from ‘their throne. A to the 
principle of the Proclamation, ‘all these 
persons and places meriled what has been 
done tothem, unless the authors of it are 
ready te say, that Divine Providence ‘has 
been unjust. At any rate, if we adopt 
this principle, we must Bre | 
all ‘blame ; and, if we suppose the people 
of France to be endowed with only com- 
mon sense, and a very small 7 even 
am poe suppose, that they will see 
the matter in the same light; <—The Pro- 


be it in what 


vee the gdeeeicdrutree imc pasticead deowers 
shalt teed their places. kk promises the 
Same 2s te the Grate. New, ember these 
persams are the best that could have been 
found im Franee, er. thev are mot. If the 
latter, is it wast to keep thease im their 
places? If thew are met Gt perseas, amd do 
net preperiy administer the laws, would it 


met be 2 detest2ble act to keep thema where 


they are, and to leave the property and 
lives of the people at therr d ispesal ? Aud, 

if they are the firresr men that could be 
found in France: if thev do take goed care 
of the preperty and lives of the peapie, 
the people of France wish for 
meore® And what are thev te get from the 
preposed change? What dees this propo- 
sition offer them but a mere change of sove- 
reigns, wither any offer, whout any 
hope, of being éefier, with a resé, at least, 
of beime werse off ? When one man, in 
common life, wishes te supplant another, 
sgever line tt mav, he offers te 
the parties interested some aduniage or 
other. Let me, savs A to B, supply vou 
with shoes instead ef C. For whal? sas 
B. Whr, savs A, you shall have your 
| shoes of the same quality cheaper ; or, of a 
better quality at the pricesef GC. Here is 
a motive fer tee change; but, what olive 
does the Proclamation hold out? None at 
_ all, if we except the mighty consideration 
of being agein under the sway of the de- 
scendants ef St. Zews;: and, I dare sav, 
thar, by this time, the people ef France 
have very little preference for the perseas 
of satnted Kings. But, the Senafe is te 
remain; and, moreover, it & designated as 
confaimins men pustiy disting cursed by thes 

letents and their services. Be it, inthe 
first place, remembered, that it was Napo- 
leon who insritated this body; that i was 
he whe chose these men of talents and of 
services; ttrat, im short, nt was he whé 
made this very thing, which the Bourbons 
promise to s 
Proclamation may, ‘¢ndend; say, that & was 
not Ae, but God through him ; so that here 
he would not appear as the instrument of 
God's wrath, but of his blessings. How- 
ever, if you deprive him of the merié¢ here, 
you must, in Common conscience, exonerate 
him from the éfame as to all the rest of his 
acts, and must suppress all your vindictive 
wishes against him.——But, leaving Di- 
vine Providence, for the present, out of the 
question, what prolive is there here held out 
to the people of France to accept of the 
‘offer of the Bourbons? They-are told, that 


l what On 




















2 dope 


‘ * ew ns _— 
a ae oT See a a oe a * 
be 5 geet pith ee = a ey ex — re FS oy 
>. iw I 4 
: 4 se 
















7) POLITIGAL REGISTER.—Answer to the Bourbon Proclamation. [79 


the Senate contains men of great taleuts and 
virtues, and that it shall remain a part of 
the government. Well, then, the people 
of France need no change whatever to se- 
cure to them the services of the Senate. 
They have the Senate now. They are 
promised nothing more; and, they may 
very reasonably suppose, that no one 1s so 
likely to preserve this body as be who has 
created it. The offer, in short, which they 
here have again, is that of a risk of loss, 
without even the hope of any gain to coun- 
terbalance that risk, Was there ever, 
in the whole world, any man, in his senses, 
that accepted of such an offer? Men very 
often give the ready money out of their 
hands, and risk the loss of it upon a pro- 
missory note; but, as a compensation for 
this risk, they have the interest of their 
money, Which, by lying dead in their 
hands, would. bring them nothing, But, 
who changes his money against a promise 
to be paid the same sum again? Who 
ever voluntarily runs a risk without the 
hope of gain?——The same observations 
apply to the promise, made in the Procla- 
mation, as to the ownership of properly. 
—-~-It ** engages to interdict all proeeedings 
‘6 in the ‘Tribunals, contrary to the settle- 
‘+ ments now in existence.” This re- 
fers to the property, which includes a great 
part of all the lands of France, which was, 
by the Republican government, taken from 
the Crown, the Church, and the Nobility, 
aud sold to individuals. What will 
these propri¢iors say, im answer to such a 
promise? I know very well what I should 
say, if I were one of them. I should an- 
swer thus: * You may be perfectly sincere, 
‘ but I do not dnow that you are; and, if 
‘1 knew you to be sincere, I should not 
* know, that you would have the power to 
‘ act according 40 your intentions. If you 
‘are restored, you must restore the No- 
* bility and the Church ; and, what would 
‘ these be without property ? Be your in- 
*tentions, therefore, what they may, I 
* cannot be certain, that they will be acted 
‘upon, and that your promise will be ful- 
* filled. But, J know that I Aave my pro- 
* perty now ; L know, that the quict pos- 
‘ sessivn of it is secured to me, not only by 
‘the settled laws, but by the interests of 
‘ all my rulers, great and small. I know, 
* that, ifno change take place in my rulers, 
‘iny property is safe. 1 know, thar I 
* cannot gain by your offer; and I know, 
‘that I risk the loss of my all. There- 
* fore, 1 net only reject any proposition, 
* vending to shift the goyerament into your 

















‘hands; but, common sense, :self-pre- 
‘ servation, dictate to me to make every ex- 
Sertion in my power to prevent such a 
‘ change.’.——-To the Generals and Sol- 
diers, indeed, who shall signalize them- 
selves in his cause, the King offers rewards 
more substantial, distinctions more honour- 
able, than those they possess. That is to 
say, he will reward them if they will, by 
means of a civil war, or any other means 
in violation of their oath to Napoleon; to 
him who has created the Tribunals and 
Senale (which are to remain) assist in re- 
storing the Bourbons! However, there is 
somelhing in this. More is offered than 
what is at present enjoyed. But to whom ? 
Why, to. that part of the nation whs have 
arms in their hands. To those who have 
little, or nothing, to lose; to those, who, 
before they accept of the offer, must be- 
tray him, to whom they have sworn fide- 
lity ; to those who have it in their power, 
perhaps, fo compel the people to risk the 
loss of their property in exchange for a 
promise, which the promiser will not, 
perhaps, have the power to fulfl.——lIf 
this offer be calculated to gain the army, I 
am sure it is calculated to excite indigna- 
tion in the rest of the people; and that, 
upon the whole, it must make more against 
the Bourbons than for them.——We now 
come to the most important promise of all ; 
namely, TO PRESERVE THE CODE 
NAPOLEQN.——We will pass over the 
words, ** polluied by the name Napoleon,” 
as a silly expression, interpolated, let us 
hope, by some cock-a-hoop parasite, and 
not emanating from the mind of Louis 
XVI, of whom I would avoid speaking 
with any degree of disrespect, and the sin- 
cerity of whose intentions [ do not wish to 
call in question. To the same source we 
will impute the strange assertian, that ¢his 
Code, ‘* for the most part, contains only 
*‘ the ancient ordinances and customs of 
*€the realm ;’’ for, to ascribe this asser- 
tion to Louis X VIL, would be to do him 
great dishonour, seeing that nothing was 
ever more untrue. We shall, by-and- 
bys see what those * ancient, ordinances 

and. customs’ were ; we shall see how 
they ground an industrious, an ingenious, 
a gallant people, in the fairest part of the 
world, down into slaves of the lowest cast; 
how they peopled the galleys and the jails; 








how they spread misery and death around 


them. And those who have read the Gode 
N apoleon, civil as well as criminal, know, 
that it has completely abolished. those hor- 
rible laws aud-customs,——But, for. the 
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3] 
ake of the argument, and ‘to place the va- 
ue of this promise as high as possible, let 
ns, for the present, suppose all the inter- 
arded assertions to be true.——If. it be 
rue, then, that Napoleon has formed a 
ode, for the most part consisting of the 
micient ordinances and customs of the 
ealm, only that these are here so embodied 
and arranged as to give them a more uni- 
orm effect, and a more easy application, 
vith what justice: .... no, F will not 
alk of justice in a case where he is the ob- 
ect of attack ; but, with what consistency; 
vith what sense, is coupled with this as- 
sertion, the assertion that his government 
js that of a capricious tyrant? If he rule 
by the same laws that.the Bourbons ruled 
by, and, if he be a capricious tyrant, what 
vere they? And, what is stili_ more 
orthy of being asked, what do they intend 
to be, if they intend to govern by the same 
ode which he has established ? Here, 
as in the former instances, there is a risk 
of loss, without the offer of any gain, even 
ontingent. Either the Code, as it now 
stands, is good or bad. If bad, what mo- 
ive is held out to the people to make a 
change which is only to perpetuate it? If 
good, what motive to run even the slightest 
isk of losing it, or of seeing it impaired ? 
$ it reasonable to suppose, that the peo- 
ple of France will think this Code safer in 
he hands of those, who wish to overthrow 
and utterly destroy him who has establish- 
ed it, than in the hands of that person him- 
self?———The promise, in this case, as in 
all the others, amounts to nothing more than 
that of not injuring the people of France ; 
but, to this generous, this munificent pro- 
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nious priests, to make the properly of th¢ 
church closely connected with the doctrines 
of religion ; and thus,. without any breach 
of promise, the whole of those persorts who 
have purchased: that property, might be 
left to beg their bread, not without some 
danger of being punished as heretics. 
Here, at zny rate, the Proclamation is a 
denunciation against the proprietors; and 
the only thing that astenishes one is, how 
any man in his senses could suppese it 
likely to seduce.the people of France from 
their present ruler. After all, and upon 
a review of the whole matter, what does 
this Proclamation amount to? ‘What does 
it hold out to the people of France? What 
boon does it promise them? What are the 
blessings which they are to enjoy if they 
accept of the King’s generous offer? Why, 
they are to enjoy the same property which 
they now enjoy; the same degree of liber- 
ty ; the same law-makers; the same laws; 
_ the same executors of those laws; and the 
} same army. This is the offer; this is the 
boon tendered to them ; these are the only 
| blessings, which an exiled king can find 
out to promise his people as a reward for 
their undertaking a civil war for his resto- 
| ration. 
_man to invent a higher compliment to the 
person who now governs France? Is it 
possible to discover more forcible means of 
| convincing them, that. they ought 10 ven- 
ture the shedding of the last drop of ‘their 

blood to maintain the government of that 
| person ?——~And, I should be glad to hear 
| what can be said by those unpriacipled 
| men, in this country, who are incessantly 


| crying out against the ‘* tyranny’ of Na- 











Is it. possible for the mind of 





mise, there is, in the present case, a re- | Polen, when they see it, in'so solemn a 
servalion; yes, @ reservation tacked by | wanner, avowed by him whom they call 
way of rider even to a promise, which, in | the King of France, that, if restored to his 
its greatest extent is no more than a nega- throne, the uimost that he can promise is 
tive.——There is an exceplion made with | to secure to his people that which they now 





regard to the doclrines of religion, |enjoy under this same Napoleon? One 


Some priest must have advised this. The 
good sense ef Louis XVIII, and his suf- 
ferings from this source more than from 
any other, would surely have prevented 
him from the making of this exception. 
—— What is meant by “ the doctrines of 
‘religion?’ The Code Napoleon does 
not meddle with those doctrines in amy 
other way than as it leaves every man to 
follow his own opinions -as to religion, and 
conipels no man to belong to any particular 
sect, except the Royal Family, whose reli- 
gion is to be that of the Roman Catholic. 
‘This exception, therefore, leaves room, 








‘and iii latr nia cos 


would think, that, if this Proclamation be 
calculated to produce no other good effect, 
it might produce that of striking dumb their 
calumnious impudence. But (I: had 
nearly overlooked it) there is one thing, 
promised by the. Proclamation, which, 
though still of a negative kind, would make 
a change for the better ; namely ; the pro- 
mise /o abolish the conscriplion. Yes, aad 
so will Napoleon, when he has made peacts 





| The. conscription is founded on no esta» 


blished Jaw ; it is not a thing of permanent 
duration; it is to meet the emergencies of 
war; eet eee ee ene 
the fact, it is, and must he, well known 
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to the people of France. 
is a conscription ? 
for military service ?, And, have not we 


t adi: 
atk he 
. she ot wi preber 


Besides, what 
What is it but a ballot 





ballots for military service? The nature 
of the service differs in some degree; but 
are. not we too compelled to wear soldiers’ 
clothes, to carry arms, and to submit to 
military discipline and law, and wo be 
flogged too, if we disobey that law ?——I 
shall be told, that we are not compelled to 
go on foreign service. Ours is an island. 
France is not so situated. If our Local 
militia were in France, they would, if ina 
county on the frontier, be liable to meet 
the enemy. Besides, the arming of men 
always must suppose the possibility, and 
even the s/rong probability, of their being 
called upon /o use those arms; else why 
are they armed at all? Why are they 
compelled.to submit to military law ? 
So that, after all, this conscription ; this 
ballot for military service, an end of which 
is the oaly thing which the Proclamation 
speaks of as achange for the better, amounts 
to just nothing at all; besides, that the 
conscription falls indiscriminately upon the 
whole nation, while, as we shall soon see, 
the ballot for the militia did, under the 
Bourbons, fall upon the common people 
only.-——So much, then, for this famous, 
this’ published and re-published Proclama- 
tion, which, as, 1 think, I have clearly 
shown, taking it in its best light, supposing 
the Bourbons to be perfectly sincere in their 
professions, and to have full power to cive 
effect, to their intentions, is calculated to 
unite the French nation as one man in de- 
fence of their. present/ruler and his. house, 
instead of inducing them. to side with those 
who wish to overthrow him. But, in 
estimating the probable power of this do- 
cument in effecting the object wihiclr it has 
in.view, we must not, blind as we are, 
quite overlook its locat origin and the chan- 
nels, through which it is passing, and by 
which: it «is recommended to the people of 
France.» They will» not. fail.to. perceive, 
that, it comes ‘te thera (supposing them to 
see it) from —Zugland. Lahey read it in 
the Times news-paper; or in the Courier, 
Or in -almost any of Gureprints, they will 
see,.it aceonipanied ‘with . the: most. out- 
Fageous, attacks upon themselves... . They. 
nvill alsy see, that those very.persons, who. 
patronise this, Proclamation, do, in the 
yery same prints, breahe destruction, not 
ouly to. Napoleon, but..to the power of the 
French nation 5. that they insist upon the 
nece: | ' ducing, punishing 












| quiry. of this 
| France at precisely the time for, making it. 
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actions. The people of France, putting 
these facts together; seeing that the Pro- 
clamation is. applauded and circulated by 
those, who wish to see them punished, 
will not fail to draw the appropriate con- 
clusion. We might new leave this Pro- 
clamation to make its way in the world, 
But, justice to the Emperor .Napolcon; 
and, a still more powerlul motive, justice 
to the people of France, who sce to remain 
firm in their attachosent to him ;_ these de- 
mand an inquiry into the nature and ellect 
of the Bourbon government ;. into the siui- 





ation of the people of that fine country, f 
while they were ruled by those ancient | 
Ordinances and Customs, of which the | 
Proclamation says, the Code Napoleon, 
WHAT, | 
then, were those Ordinances and Customs? | 
How did they affect this industrions and | 
Were they free and shap- | 
py, or were they slaves, aud miserable, § 
under those Ordinances and Castoms? It 9 
is notorious, that, for ages, previous to 7 


for the most part cousists. 





gallant people ? 


the French. revolution, we, in this coun- 
try, constantly described the. French as 


slaves; our histories, our moral essays, ” 
our ‘ political. writings, .our poems, . our | 
plays, all describe them as slaves,, and as 7 
cowards for submitting to such a goveru- [ 
ment as then existed. , Voi, indeed, our § 


conductors of news-papers,, with a degree 
of impudence absolutely without: parallel, 
abuse the French people fer having de- 
stroyed the PATERNAL) sway of. the 
Bourbons ! 





Let us new see, then, what | 
was the nature of that *' palernal sway; | 


aud, when we have taken a full view of | 
it, and of its effects, we shall be able io | 
judge, whether, it-be probable, that. the | 


people of France will listen. to those, 


who are endeavouring to bring theunback to | 


the blessings of that ‘* paternaj sway.” 
But, how are we to get. at, adewe account o! 
the nature and effects of the Bourben go- 
vernment? . We must resort. to same ait- 
thority ; to somebody's word, whose word 
is to. be relicd oa,——The authority, to 
which Iam about to refer, is that of Mr. 
Artuur Youyc,, who is, and,.who., has 
been, for many years past, Secrelary to the 
Board of Agriculture, with a-salary, paid 
hy. the public, of £500, a ,year,——Mr. 
Young is, in the first place, a man of great 
talents; and, perhaps, it.,is impossible to 





‘find. out a person so fit to be referred to,as 


Mr, Young... His studies had been of that 
kind, Which-peculiarly fied him for an in- 
description; and, he was)in 
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‘him in a dung 





He made, during the years, 1787, 1788, 
and 1789, an agricultural and politico- 


economical survey of the kingdom.of France. 


He was there when, the revolution began; 
he was. there during its progress until the 
new constitution was formed. He was not 
only living in great intimacy with many of 
the most respectable leaders in that. work ; 
but, he himself, crossing, the Kingdom in all 
directions, made himself minutely acquaint- 
ed, by the means. of, personal inquiry. and 
the evidence of his senses, of every particu- 
lar, relating to the nature and effect of those 
‘‘ ancient Ordinances, and .Customs,’’ of 
which the. Bourbon. Proclamation boasts. 
During his travels, he gives an account 
of these, by citing numerous. instances, of 
the abominable tyranny, under which the 
people. groaned; and, at the close of his 
work, he publishes. reflections on the Revo- 
lution, beginning witha summary descrip- 
tion ofthe state of, the :people under the 
Bourbon government, and, to the evidences 
of his own observation, adding, as he pro- 
ceeds, the complaints, contained in the 
Cuhiers, that.is to. say, the lists. of com- 
plaints, made to the National Assembly by 
the most respectable people of the different 
provinces, to which Cahiers he refers in the 
notes: This part of Mr. Young’s work, 
Iam now about to insert.. I beg the reader 
to go through it.with attention. He will 
see how every part of it applies to the sub- 
ject on which we are, and also to the pre- 
sent crisis, ——-When he has read it to the 
end,, not.omitting the Noles, Ishall have 
to trouble him with some further observa- 
tions of my own, — 














On rue RevovvTrion or France. 


*¢ The gross infamy which attended lettres 
de cachet and the Bastile, during the whole 
reign of Louis XV. me them esteemed in 
England, by people not well informed, as 
the most prominent features of the despot- 
ism of France. They were certainly car- 
ried to an excess hardly cridible; to the 
length of being sold, with blanks, to be 
filed up with names at the pleasure of the 
purchaser ; who was thus able, in the gra- 
tification of private revenge, to tear a man 
from the bosom of ‘his family, and bury 
in a dungeon, where he would exist 
forgotten, and ‘die unknown **—But such 


st ue? $42 Oe 


a 





* Ay anecdote which T havé from air autho- 


rity” be depended ‘on, will explain the 
“fiigacy of government, ia own d 
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excesses could not be common in any coun- 
try; and. they weré reduced almost to no- 
thing, from the accession of the present 
King. The great mass of the people, by 
which T mean the lower and middle ranks, 
could suffer very little from such engines, 
and as few of them are objects of, jealousy, 
had there been nothing else to complain of, 
it is not probable they would, ever have 
been brought to take arms. The abusés 
attending the levy of taxes were heavy and 
SUE The kingdom, was parcelled 
into. generalities, with an intendant at the 
head of each, into whose, hands the whole 
power of the crown was delegated for‘every 
thing except the military authority; but 
particularly for all affairs of finance. The 
generalities were subdivided into eléctions, 
at the head of which was a siwb-delegué, 
appointed by, the intendant. The rolls of 
the taille, capitation, vingtiemes, and other 
taxes, were distributed among districts, 
parishes, and individuals, at the pleasure 
of the intendant, wha could exempt, change, 
add, or diminish, at pleasure. Such an 
enormous power, constantly acting, and 
from which no man was free, must, in the 
nature of things, degenerate in many’ casés 
into absolute tyranny. It must be obvi- 





_—-+,-- ——— 





| ainbassador in France, about the year 1753, 


| négociating the ‘fixing of the limits of the Ame- 


rican colonies,’ which, three years after, pro- 
daced: the war, calling one day on the minister 
for foreign affairs, was. introduced, for a few 
minutes, into his cabinet,. while he finished a 
short conversation in the apartment in which he 
usually received those who vonferred with him. 
As his lordship walked backwards and forwards, 
in a very small room (a French cabinet is meyer a 
large one), he could not help seeing a paper 
lying on the table, written in ‘a large legible 
| hand, ahd containing a list of the prisoners in the 
Bastile, in which the first. name. was: Gordon. 
When the mimister entered, Lord Albemarle 
apologized for his involuntarily remarking the 
paper; the other replied, that it was not of the 
least consequence, for they made no secret of the 
names. Lord A. then’said, that he had seen the 
name of Gordon first in thé list, and he begged 
to know, asin all probability the person of” this 
name was 4 Britislr subject, on what ‘account he 
had been put’ into the Bastile. The minister 
told him, that he knew ‘nothing’ of the matter, 
but would make the’proper inguiries,’ The next 
tine he saw Lord Albemiurle, he informed him, 
that, on inquiring into the case of Gordou, he 
‘could find no ou wlio ‘could give him the 
least information ; on which he had had Gordon 
himself interrogated, who “solemnly affirmed, 
that he had riot the smallest knowledgé, ‘or even 
tthe iden could 90 yeas 
he “béen“confihed 30 years 5 
addi the Ininster I ordéred him ‘to be i 
Gaele gated, aud he is now atlatge. Sucha 
case waits no comment. : 








ptt ae a ae 


== 





z km 


AS 


ee a 


i erate 


EAs ects cat ed 


oni ooh 
a ale 


i 
if 
" 


a 


er Fe = 
Se pnt ete brett gs Ne 


he - 
am Doi Potten Secs St ae a PA, a eS an lt ee ap 
> " a " . 


on 
8 pao ea 
=. —- 


. as call» semen te 


~~ 


t 
peel ne om 


~~ 
— 


— 
—, 


ee ns 





i 
qi 


mnie ogy 


¢ 


Ee Pega 
2 ee 
“ 


Abeer 


es 


el ite pala. 
© 





i 






79) POLITICAL REGISTER.— Answer lo the Bourbon Proclamation. _—_'(80 


ous, that the friends, acquaintances, and 
dependants of the intendant, and of all his 
sub-delegués, and the friends of these 
friends, to a long chain of dependance, 
might be favoured in taxation at the ex- 
‘pense of their miserable neighbours; and 
that noblemen, in favour at court, to whose 
protection the intendant himself would na- 
turally look up, could find little difficulty 
in throwing much of, the bi gta their 


1. Smugglers of salt, armed and. as. 
sembled to the number of five, in Provence, 
a fine of 500 liv. and nine years gallies ;— 
in all the rest of the kingdom, death.” 

2. Smugglers armed, assembted, but in 
number under five, @ fine of 300 liy. and 
three years gallics. Second offence, ‘death. 

3. Smugglers, without arms, but'with 
horses, carts, or boats; @ fine of 300"fiv. 
if not paid, three years galiies. “Second 


taxes on others, without a similar support\_offence, 400 liv. and nine years galltes.— 


Iustances, and even gross ones, have been 
reported ta me in many parts of the king- 
dom, that made me shudder at the op- 
pression to which numbers must have been 
condemned, by the undue favours granted 
to such crooked influence. But, without 
recurring to such cases, what must have 
been the state of the poor people paying 
heavy taxes, from which the nobility and 
clergy were exempted? A cruel aggrava- 
tion of their misery, to see those who could 
best afford to pay, exempted because able ! 
—The inrolmenis for the militia, which 
the cahiers call an injustice without ex- 
ample,” were another dreadful scourge on 
the peasantry; and, as married men were 


exempted from it, occasioned in some de- | 


gree that mischievous population, which 
brought beings into the world, in order for 
little else than to be starved. The corvees, 
or police of the roads, were annually the 
ruin of many: hundreds of farmers ; more 
than 300 were reduced to beggary in filling 
up one vale in Lorraine: all these op- 
pressions fejl on the liérs efat only; the 
nobility and clergy having been equally ex- 
‘empted from ‘tailles, militia, and corvées. 
. The penal code of finance makes one shud- 
der at the horrors of punishment inade- 
quate to the crime.’ A few features will 
_ sufficiently characterize the old government 
of France. 





* Nob. Briey, p. 6, &e. &e. . 

© It.is calculated by a writer ( Recherches et 
Consid. par, M..le Baron de Curmeré, tom, ii. 
. P. 187.) very well informed on every subject of 
. finance, ‘ 
nually taken up axd sent to. prison or the gallies, 
Men, 2,310. Women, 896. Children, 201, 
 Toval, 3,437. 300 of these to the gallics (tom, i. 
y- tebe The salt sass La these mi- 
serables anmauted to 12 nintals, which, at 
the price of 8 liv, are — . - 101,064 liv, 
of salted flesh, at 10 s. 1,386 
an phorses, at 50 liv. -. -~ 54300 
P ‘ yr at 150 liv. = | ,800 
; +) 58,207 
- 105,530 
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mean 
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In Dauphiné, ‘second offence, gallies for 
life. In Provence, five years gallies.* 





that, upon an average, there were an- | 


4. Smugglers, who carry the salt on their 


_and, if not paid, are flogged and branded. 
| Second offence, a fine of 300 tiv. and six 
years gallies. 

| 5. Women, married and single, smug- 
glers, first offence, @ fine of 100 liv. Se- 
cond, 300 liv. Third, flogged, and ba- 
_nished the kingdom for life. 

_ responsible both in fine and body. 


and for defect of payment flogged. 


their nobilitg ; and their houses rased to 
the ground. 

8. Any persons in employments (I sup- 
pose employed in the salt-works or the re- 
venue), if smugglers, death. And such as 
assist in the theft of salt in the transport, 
hanged. 

9. Soldiers smuggting, with arms, are 
hanged ; without arms, gallies for life. 

10. Buying smuggled salt to resell it, the 
same punishments as for smuggling. 

11. Persons “in the “salt employments, 
empowered if two, or one with two, wit- 
nesses, to enter and examine hoyses even of 
the privileged erders. , 

12. All familiesg.and ‘persons liable to 
the taille, in the provinces of the Grandes 
| Gabelles inrolled, and their consumption of 
| salt for the pot and saliére (that is, the daily 
, consumption, , exclusive of salting meat, 
ke, kes) estimazed jat 71b..a head per ap- 
nuw, which quantity they are forced to 
buy whether they want it or not, ander the 
pain of various fines according to the case. 

The Capitaineries were a dreadful scourge 








}.on, all the ea festa land. By this term, 


f 
is to be_uudersi od. the paramountship of 
certain districts, granted by the king, to 
by which. they were 


princes of the ng a? 
‘putin possession of the property of all game 
even on Jandsmot belonging to them. and, 





backs, and without arms, a fine of 200 liv. | 





Husbands 


, ad wae 


6. Children smugglers, the same as | 
women,—Fathers and mothers responsible ; © 


7. Nobles, if smugglers, deprived of | 
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erecting of 'a “district into, a ¢apilainerie, 
was an anothilation Of ‘all’ manerial rights 
‘to gaine Within it. © ‘This was a trifling bu- 
siness, in’ comparison: of other ‘circum- 
‘stances ; for, in speaking of the preserva- 
‘gion of the game in these capilainéries, it 
‘mitst be observed, that by ‘game must be 
‘understood whole droves © of wild’ boars, 
‘arid herds of deernot confined by any wall 
“or pale, ‘but wandering,’ ‘at pledsure, over 
the whole country, to the destruction of 
crops; and to the peopling of the gallies by 
the wretched peasants, who’ presumed to 
‘Kill them, ‘in order to save that food which 
was tO support their helpless children, 
The game in the capitdinerie of Montceau, 
in four ‘parishes only, did mischief to the 
‘amount of 184,263 liv. pet annum.‘ No 
wonder ther) that'we stiould find'the people 
asking, ** Nous’ demandons a grand cris la 
destruction des capilaineries & celle de toute 
‘sorte de‘ gibier.”’* And what ate We to 
think of demanding, 4s‘a favour, the per- 
wission—* ‘De Nettoyer' ses grains de fau- 
‘Cher’ les ‘prés artificiels, &. d’enlever ses 
chaumes sans égard pour la perdvix on‘ tout 
‘aulre gibier.”' Now, an’ English reader 
‘Will scarcely ‘understand ‘it ‘without’ being 
‘told, that’ there were numerous edicts for 
preserving the gare which prohibited 
Weeditig and hoeing, Jest the young par- 
tridges should be disturbed ; steeping seed, 
fest it should injure the game; manuring 
With night soil, lest the favour of the par- 
tridges should be injured by feeding on the 
corn so produced; mowing hay, &c. ’be- 
fore a certain timé, so late as to spoil pany 
crops ; and taking. away the stubble, whic 

would deprive‘ the birds of shelter. . The 
tyranuy exercised in‘ thesé capilaineries, 
‘which extended over 400 leagues of ¢oun- 
try, was so, great, that many cahiers de- 
wadnded the utter suippression of them,’ 





«4 Cahier du tiers.ctat de Meaux, p. 49... 
*, De Muntes and |Meulan, p. 40.—Also, Nob. 
&s Tier tat. de ec <2 p. 42. De Trois ordres 


de Montfort, p. 28. at is: “ We most ear- 
nestly ‘pray er ‘the “ suppression of the Capi- 
* taineries, and: thatof all the gamelaws.” |: - 
* De Mantes and Meulan; p. 38.—That is to 
say, -& the Jyooun to. weed their corn, to: mow 
take-off Nels stub- 
0 


«), their upland and to sta 
ae Pai,” p95. Claret "de Mathes & Metin, 


de\Laon, - p. 11.— Nob; de 
@ Arras, p, 29, . 


1 


pens, ma 
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. rig before to individuals :''so that the 


Such were the exertions of arbitraty power 
which thie lower otders felt directly from 
the royal authority ; but, heavy as they 
were, it is a question .whether the others, 
suffered circuitously ‘through’ the nobility 
and the clergy, were not yet more op- 
pressive? Nothing can éxceed the com- 
plaints made‘in the cahié's under. this head, 
They spéak of the dispensation of justice in 
the manerial courts, as comprising every 
spécies of despotism : the districts indeter- 
uiinate—appeals endless—ifreconcileable 
to liberty and prosperity—and irrevotab| 

proscribed in the opinion of the public"— 
augmenting litigations—favouring every 
species of chicane—ruining the parties— 
not orily by énormous expenses on the most 
petty objects, bit by a dreadful loss of 
time. “The judges commonly ignorant pre- 
tenders,’ who hold their courts in cabarets, 
and ‘are absolutely dependant onthe seig- 
neurs.' Nothing ‘can exceed the force of 
expression “used.in paintiog the oppreéssions 
of” the ‘seigrieurs, ‘in’ consequence of their 
feudal’ powers. . They “are ‘* vexatio 5 qui 
sont’ le plus grand fleatt. des’ heuples — 
Esclavuge ‘afftigednt.'—Ge: regime desas- 
treuse."———That the ‘feodalilé be for ever 
abolished. * The counttymian is tyrannically 
enslaved by it. Fixed’ and heavy rents; 
vexatious processes to secure them; ap- 
preciated unjustly to augment them : rents, 
solidaires, and reverichables ; vents, chéantes, 
and’ levantes; fumages. Fines at. every 
change ‘of the property, in the direct as 
‘well as collateral line; feudal ‘redemption 
(retraite); fmes ‘on Sale, {to the 8th and 
even the 6th penny ; redemptions (rachats/ 
jujurious in their origin, aud still more so 
‘in’ their extension: banaljlé of the mill," 
of the oven, and of the wine and ¢yder- 
press; corvées by custom ; corvees by usage 
of the fief ; corvées established by unjust 





® Rennes, art. 12. 

i Nevernois, art. 43. 862 y 
~ ® Tiers Etat de Vannes, p. 24.—That is: “ Vex- 
“ ations whieh are the greatest scourge of the 
penne” NY EGON) HEE Be 
_ 2%. Etat, Clermont. Ferrand, p. 5%.—That is: 
“ Cruel Slavery.” 
~ mT, Etat, Auxerre, art. 6.—That is: “ This 
“ ruinous system of goyerningy” | 6s» 
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decrees; corvées arbitrary, and even phan- 
tastical ; servitudes; prestations, extrava- 
gant and burthensome ; collections by as- 
sessment incollectible; aveux, minus, im- 
punissemens ; ro ta ruinous and with- 
out end: the rod of seigneural finance for 
ever shaken over our heads ; vexation, ruin, 
outrage, violence, and destructive servi- 
tude, under which the peasants, almost on 
a level with Polish slaves, can never but 
be miserable, vile, and oppressed.° They 
demand also, that the use of hand-mills be 
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of the elergy, as to tithes, I. must do that 
body a justice, to which, a claim cannot be 
laid in England. Though the ecclesiastical 
tenth was levied in France more severely 
than usual in Italy, yet was it never ex- 
acted with such horrid greediness as is at 
present the disgrace of England.. When 
taken in kind, no such thing was known in 
any part of France, where I made inquiries, 
as a tenth; it was always a twellth, or a 


| thirteenth, or even a twentieth of the pro- 


duce. And in no part of the kingdom did 





free; and hope that posterity if possible, 
may be ignorant that feudal tyranny in 
Bretagne, armed with the judicial power, 
has not blushed even in these times at 
breaking hand-mills, and at selling an- 


'a new article of culture pay any thing: 
_thus turnips, cabbages, clover, chicoree, 
| potatoes, Kc. &c, paid nothing. In many 
| parts, meadows were exempted. Silk 
| worms nothing, Olives in some places 


nually to the miserable, the faculty of | paid—in more they did not. Cows no- 
bruising between two stones a measure of | thing. Lambs from the 12th to the 21st. 
buck-wheat or barley.” The very terms| Wool nothing.—Such mildness, in the 
of these complaints are unknown in Eng- | levy of this odious tax, is absolutely un- 
land, and consequently untranslatable : they known in England. But miid.as it was, the 
have probably arisen long since the feudal burden to people groaning under so many 
bei ceased in this kingdom. What are | other oppressions, united to render their 
these tortures of the peasantry in Bretagne, | situation so bad that no change could be for 
which they call chevanchés, quintaines, | the worse. But these were not all the 
soule, saut de poison, baiser de mariées; | evils with which the people struggled. 
chansons ; transporte d’@uf sur un cha- | The administration of justice was partial, 
relte; silence des grenouilles ;‘ corvéeami- | venal, infamous. I haye, in conversation 
sericorde ; milods ; leide ; couponage ; car- with many very sensible men, in different 
telage ; barage ; fouage ; marechaussée ; ban | parts of the kingdom, met with something 
vin ; band’ adul ; trousses ; gelinage;civerage; of content with their government, in all 
tailiabilitié ; vingtain; sterlage; borde- other respects than this; but upon the 
lage; minage; ban de vendanges; droit question of expecting justice to be really 
d’accaple." nu passing through many of and fairly administered, every one con- 
the French provinces, I was struck with  fessed there was no such thing to be looked 
the various and heavy complaints of the for. The conduct of the parliaments was 
farmers and little proprietors of the feudal profligate and atrocious. Upon almost 
grievances, with the weight of which their every cause that came before them, interest 
industry was burthened; but I could not was openly made with the judges: and wo 
then conceive the multiplicity of the shac- betided the man who, with a cause to sup- 
kles which kept them poor and depressed. port, had no means of conciliating favour, 
T understood it better afterwards, from the either by the beauty of a handsome wile, 
conversation and complaints of some grand | or by other methods. It has been said, by 
seigneurs, as the revolution advanced; and | Many writers, that :property was as secure 
I then learned, that the .pridcipalrental of under the old government of France as it is 
many estates consisted im services and feudal in England; and the assertion might pos- 
renures ; by the baneful influence of which, sibly be true, ‘as far as any violence from 
the industry of the people was almost ex- | the King, his ministers, or the great was 
terminated. In.regard ‘to the oppressions | concerned: but for, all that, mass, of pro- 
| | perty, which. comes inevery country to, be 
litigated in courts.of justice, there was not 
ioe even the wees ny pene unless , the 
_ & This is a: curious article: when the lady of | parties were totally and equally unknown, 
deat he oamere tat cohen Ore toe | ee SON A, EY oneats I every 
frogs silent, that she may hot be disturbed | this | Cer caSe,, he who, had the best interest 
duty; & oppressive tue, is commuted into a | With: the judges, was sure to be the win- 

yo Paaeny fe ners To; reflecting :minds,. the cruelty. and 


_” Reswné cahiers, tom. iii, p. $16, $17. }abominable praciice attending such courts 
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are sufficiently. apparent. There was also 
a circumstance in the constitution of these 
parliaments, but little known in England, 
and which, under such a government as 
that of France, must be considered as very 
singular. They had the power, and were 
in the constant practice of issuing decrees, 
without the consent of the crown, and 
which had. the force of laws through the 
whole of their jurisdiction ; and of all other 
laws, these’ were sure to be the best obey- 
ed; for as:all infringements ol them were 
brought before sovereign courts, composed 
of the same’persons who had enacted these 
laws (avhorrible system of tyranny!) they 
were certain of being punished with the last 
severity. It must appear strange, “in a 
government so despotic in some respects as 
that,of France, to. see the parliaments in 
every part°of the kingdom making laws 
without the King’s consent, and even in 
defiance of his authority. The English, 
whom I met in France in 1789, were sur- 
prised to see some of these bodies issuing 
arrets against the export of corn out of the 
provinces subject to their jurisdiction, into 
the neighbouring’ provinces, at the same 
time that the King, through the organ of 
so popular a minister as Mons. Necker, 
was decreeing an absolutely free transport 
of corn throughout the kingdom, and even 
at the requisition of the National Assembly 
itself. But this’ was nothing new $ it was 
their common ‘practice. The parliament of 
Rouen passed ati arret against killing of 
calves: it was-a préposterous one, and op- 
posed by administration ; but i¢ had its full 
force ;\ and-had@'a butcher dared to offend 
against’ it, he wonld' have ‘found, by: the 
rigour. of ‘his’ punishment, ‘who - was ‘his 
master. Inoculation was favoured by the 
court in Louis XV."s time ; but the'parlia- 
ment of Paris passed an-arret against it, 
much more effective in prohibiting, than 
the favour of the court in encouraging that 
practice. Instances ‘are innumerable, ‘and 
I may remark, that the bigotry, ignorarice, 
false - principles, and tyranny of these bo- 
dies were generally conspicuous ; and that 
the court (taxation excepted), never fad a 
dispute with a parliament, but the parlia- 
ment was sure to be wrong. Their consti- 
tution, in respect \to’ the adiniistration of 
justice,’ Was-so traly rotten, that the mem- 
bers sat as judges, even in causes of private 
property,’ in’ which they were themselves 
the parties, and have, ‘in ‘this’ capacity; 
been guilty of eppressions and cruelties, 
which ‘the crown’ has rarely ‘dared ‘to at- 
tempt. 


cruelty of the servant. 





It is impossible to justify the excesses of 
the people on their taking up arms; they 
were certainly guilty of cruelties ; it is idle 
to deny the facts, for they have been proved 
too clearly to admit of a doubt. , But is it 
really the people to whom we are to impute 
the whole?—Or to their oppressors, who 
had. kept them so long ina state of bon- 
dage'? He who, chooses to be served. by 
slaves, ‘and by ill-treated slaves, must 
know that he holds both his property and 
life by a tenure far different from, those whe 
preter the service of well treated freemen ; 
and he who dines to the music of groaning 
sufferers, must not, in the moment of .in- 
surrection, complain that his daughters are 
ravished, and then destroyed ; and that his 
sons’ throats are cut. . When such evils 
happen, they surely are more imputable to 
the tyranny of the master, than to the 
The analogy holds 
with the French peasants—the murder of a 
seigneur, or a chateau in flames, is re- 
corded in every news-paper; the rank of 
the person who suffers, attracts notice ; but 
where do we find: the register of that seig- 
neur’s oppressions of his peasantry, and his 
exactions of feudal services, from those 
whose. children were dying around them 
for want: of bread ?; Where do we find the 
minutes that assigned these. starving 
wretches to some vile petty-fogger, to be 
fleeced by. impositions, and a mockery of 
justice, in the séigneural ourts?... Who 
gives us the awards; of the intendant and 
his sub-delegués, which took off the taxes 
of a man of fashion, and laid them,with 
accumulated weight, oa, the. poor; . whe 
were so unfortanate as to be his neighbours ? 
Who has dwelt sufficiently upon explaining 
all the ramifications of despotism, regal, 
aristocratic, and, ecclesiastical, pervading 
the whole’ mass of the people 5 reaching, 


‘like a ‘circulating fluid, the most ‘distane 


capillary tubes of poverty: and wretched- 
ness ?, In these cases, the sufferers, are\teg 
ignoble to be known; and tlie mass too in- 
discriminate to be pitied. “But’ should a 
philosopher feel and reason thos ? should he 
mistake the cause for the effect? and giving 
all Iiis pity to the few, feel. no» compassion 
for the matiy,' because they’ suffer in" his 
eyes not individually, but by .inillions? 
The. excesses. . the, people. canuot,..J sre 
peat, be justified; it would undoubtedly 
fave. ‘done: ibe tt passeten mae aie 
city thea poset hel ey 
acquired . power wit moderation. igh ek 
it be remembered, that the populace in-no 
country ever use power with moderation ; 
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them, - ** of the Realm?’’ And, why venture. to 
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question absolutely distinct. But that the 
above-mentioned detail of enormities prac- 
tised on the people required some great 
change is sufficiently apparent.” 
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excess is inherent in their aggregate con- 
stitution ; and as every governthent ih the 
world knows, that violence ‘infallibly at- 
tends power in such hands, it is doubly 
bound in common sense, and for commiou 
safety, so to conduct itself, that the ‘people 
say not find aninterest in public confusions. 
They will always suffer much and long, 
before they are effectually roused ; nothing, 
therefore, can kindle the flame, but such 
oppressions of some classes or order in the 
society, as give able men the opportunity 
of seconding the general mass; discontent 
will soon diffuse itself around ; and if the 
government take not warning in time, it is 
alone answerable for all the burnings, and 
plunderings, and devastation, and blood 
that follow. The true judgment to be 
formed of the Fretch revolution, must 
surely be gained, from an attentive consi- 








Now, reader, that you have seen what 
were the nature and effects of the Bourbon 
government; and, that you have, doubtless, 
felt your heart bound with joy at the re- 
flection, that the oppressed people rose 
against and destroyed it; let me ask you, 
what you think of the men, who, in Eng- 
lish news-papers and other works, have 
the impudence to call upon us to wish for 
the restoration of that ** paternal sway,” 
under which this government existed ?—— 
But, says some one, that is not now the real 
question. What, then, is the real ques- 
tion? Why, say they, the real question 


deration of the evils of the old government: | 's whether the present government ts not 
when these are well understood—and when | "se than the old one, without reference 


the extent atid universality of the oppression | ‘® the person at the head of either. 
under which the people groaned —op- | The Bourbons themselves have answered 


pression which bore upon them from every that question sufficiently ; for they promise 
quarter, it will scarcely be attempted to be the people of France, that if they are re- 
urged, that a revolution was not absolutely stored, they will .... dowhat? Why, 
necessary to the welfare of the kingdom, | lain the laws and government as they 

ot one opposing voice* can, with reason, |W are, a promise which they would not 
¥ raised against this assertion: abuses | make, if they were not well convinced, that 
ought certainly to be corrected, and cor- the people find the present laws and go- 
rected effectually : this could not be done | Vermment deller than the former laws and 
without the establishment of .a new form of | Sovernment, This I take to be quite 
vernment; “whether the form that has conclusive. . But, we must not stop here. 
en adopted were the best, is another |The Bourbons have asserted, in the most 
rid solemn manner, that the Code Napoleon 


consists chiefly of the ‘* Ancient Ordinances 


* Many opposing voices have been raised; | - 
but so little A eheir eredit, that I leave the pas- and Customs of the Realm. I have 


sage as it was written long ago. The abuses 'read the Code Napoleon, both civil and 
that are rooted in all the old governments of | criminal. Any one may read the former 
Europe, give such numbers of men a direct | jn My, Bryant’s excellent translation, ac- 


i rting, cherishing, and defendin : . > - : 
sean Gut ao eer re ge A tyranny, companied with his own illustrations and 


of every species, are found in every country, remarks, Now, I say, and I defy any 
and almost in every ig a - What amass of one to shew the contrary, that this Code, 
people, in every part of England, are some way | on the civil part of which Mr. Bryant, an 


ther interested in the present representation | : , 
of tbe: penta: tithes, aharters, paberétions, | English lawyer, has bestowed the highest 
monopolies, and taxation! and not merely to ¢Culogium, and on the criminal part of 
the sag, Domest but to all the abuses at- | which the Edinburgh Reviewers have man- 


tending, sha ; nt Fyne Bad bath iife fully ventured to speak as being, in many 
not werely fom sucli institutions, bat from the | T¢SPects, much preferable to our own cri- 
engender! The great mass of the , ™mal cade; I assert, that this Code, tak- 

is free from such influence, | ing the two parts together, has completely 


evils 

Lae eatigh tened by degrees ; 

ra will fied oat, in every country « "Europe, done away all the dreadful oppressions de- 
that by combinations, on the principles liberty | SCtibed by Mr. Young in the above extract, 
and aimed agaiust gal, aris- 
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ut forth such an assertion ?—— The letters 
de cachet ;,the game laws; th¢ gabelles, 
the seigneurial jurisdiction; the arbitrary 
taxation; the accursed, parliaments; the 
sale of Justice; the dominion and oppres- 
sions of the church; the cruel corvees; the 
endless vexations of the feudal system; the 
murderings of the provincial judges... All 
are done away, not atrace of them remains. 
Where, then, are we to look for those 
‘+ ancient Ordinances and Customs,’’ which 
are said to be revived in the Napoleon 
Code? Taxation, heavy as it may be, is 
now uniform ;, it falls impartially upon the 
rich as well as. upon the poor; all public 
expenses aré borne by the general purse 


of the public; the law is the same in all. 


parts of the country; judges are not of 
local origin, but proceed from the no- 
mination of the crown; no man can he 
punished, or even imprisoned, for more 
than twenty-four hours, without, substan- 
tial evidence of his guilt being made appear 
upon oath, to. the satisfaction of, at least, 
two inferior judges. . No man can be 
punished until found guilty by a jury, 
impartially taken, and not then, unless 
three out of five judges concur in the sen- 
tence. No man:can be kept, in any. case, 
more than three months in prison. without 
being tried. The Judges of Assize, sit 
every three months, and are compelled to 
decide all cases and causes before they quit 
the places of sitting respectively. The Al- 
tornies General, of which there is one in 
every district, are for the protection of the 
people, as well as of the rights of the 
Crown. If a house be robbed, for instance, 
information is immediately given of it to 
the Attorney General, who is personally to 
uttend at the spot, collect the evidence, 
Cause search to be made for the offender, 
and, if he be found, to bring him imme- 
diately before an inferior tribunal with a 
WRITTEN account of all the facts and of 
all the evidence on which he has proceeded. 
That inferior tribunal, consisting of not less 
than three Judges, are then to decide whe- 
ther the evidence be such as to justify their 
commitment of the accused. ‘They are not 
only to read the written account of the pro- 
ceedings, but are to re-examine, upon oath, 
the several witnesses. ._ If they find any dif-. 
fculty in deciding, they themselves are to 
proceed to the spot where the offence has 
been committed, And, after all, . unless 
two out of the three are for the commit- 
ment, the accused is set at liberty ; and, in 
ue case, Can apy one be confined more than 


with the operation of ** the ancient Ordi- 
nances and Customs of the realm,”’ and 
say, who can, that the people of France 
are likely to wish for the return of the 
Bourbons. I have read the Code 
Napoleon with great attention, and with 
not less admiration. _ Till I readit, I had 
no idea that it was possible for any Code of 
laws so effectually to provide for the secu- 
rity of. property a of personal liberty. 
The man who has_been_ robbed, 
or otherwise injured criminally, has 
no trouble, no plague, no expense, 
to encounter in pursuit of the criminal. 
It is the duty of the Attorney General to do 
every thing necessary to detection and con- 
viction, and the expense is wholly borne 
bythe public. There is some sense in call- 
ing such an officer an Attorney General. 
What, then, are we to think of those men, 
who are daily telling the people of England, 
that Napoleon has ‘housands of Bastiles? 
Who daily assert, that his government is a 
military despotism; that he imprisons and 
punishes people without any form of trial; 
that no man’s property or life is safe for a 
single hour: what are we to think of these 
men? Why, doubtless, that they are 
wholly ignorant of the subject. on which 
they write, or, that they knowingly make 
use of the press for the. promulgation of 
the most daring falsehoods; ——Amongst 
the consequences of the improved situation 
of France, as to her laws and government, 
has been the wonderful progress of the 
sciences and the arts, in which respect it is 
notorious that that country has, within 
these twelve years, surpassed, in the midst 
of war, all the other nations of Europe put 
together, though many of them have, for a 
great part of that time, enjoyed profound 
peace. It is, therefore, not a little whim- 
sical to hear the Allies holding out to the 
French people, that, by compelling their 
Emperor to come to their terms, the arls 
will be revived in France! It is probable 
that the quantity of skill in the scicuces 
and arts, at this moment existing in France, 
greatly surpasses the aggregate quantity 
existing in all the rest. of the world; a 


_| proof indubitable of the security of pro- 


perty and persons ; a proof of the wisdonr 
of the Jaws and the discernment of the per- 
son at the head of the goverament.-——Do 
I approve, then, of the sort of government 
established in France? Is. it the sort of 


government that J, if I could have my wish, 





twenty-four hours, unless these Judges de-_ 
cide for his commitment. ——Compare this. 
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would like to see in that country? 
Plainly I say, NO. I should like to see 
the government of France’ that’ which the 
Convention intended it to be. Bat 1 
am speaking of what it cs, compared with 
what the old government was; and, if pru- 
dence did not restrain my pen, I would 
speak, of it as compared with what some 
other governments now are. We are not 
here speaking about wishes, but about 
facts... Our wishes ought not to be directed 
in favour of this er of that man, or nation, 
exclusively. We may he excused for 
wishing ourselves to be best off; but, our 
riext wish ought’ to be on the side of the 
happiness of mankind. With these 
facts, then, before us; with the view, which 
we have now taken of the situation, past 
and present, of the people of France; with 
this view in our eye, we have to decide, 
not whether the people of France are likely 
t6 desire the return of the Bourbons (for 
that nyust be a point settled in the negative, 
I think) ; but, whether they are likely to 
wish to put down Napoleon, and, as a na- 
tural consequence; whether the allies are 
likely to succeed ultimately against him. 
——It is said here,-that there is no fear 
that the Bourbons would endeavour to re- 
store the old government, There is no. fear 
tu us; but can the people of France see the 
thing in the same light? Ivis impossible. 
They must always associate the ideas of 
gabelles, corvées, and all the long list of op- 
pressions, with the restoration of that fa- 
mily; and, I imagine, that it will be very 
difficult to perstiade them, that that resto- 
ration is-not inseparable from the success 
of the allies, who, though they do not use 
the /anguage of the Dake of Brunswick, do, 
as he-did, invade France. Besides, the 
allies, though they profess to wish for the 
prosperity of France, do not shew any haste 
in, making peace, while, on the other hand, 
Napoleon repeatedly declares, that he has 
actually accepted of the preliminaries, 
which they have proposed to him.———The 
people of France must, hence, naturally 





_ conclude, that the Allies are not so mode- 


rate in their views as they profess to be; 
they must conclude that some latent design 
exists of putting in execution schemes not 
tet and, in this state of mind, it 
rs to me very improbable, that the 

| mild aid the bie of the Allies by ny 
rising against Napoleon, or by any unwill- 
ess to repel the invaders.—It is noi to be 
ldubted, that France.contains a great num- 


4 


ber of disaffected persons; but, these must 


chiefly be Republicans ; and, it is impossible 
to say how far tlicir disaffection might carry 
them in the hope of rebuilding the Repub- 
lic upon his ruin. They miay, too, be more 
powerful, in 4 moment of alarm, thar he 
supposes. It is possible, that his’ death, 
and the meeting of a provisionary republi- 
can government, may be announced to ever- 
gaping London without a moment’s previ- 
ous warning. But, if this be very untikely, 
it is, Lthink, many degrees more wnlehely, 
that the people of France should declare for, 
or in any way side with, those powers, 
from whose success they must naturally 
dread the overthrow of their present laws, 
which are the sole guarantee of' their pro- 
perty.—If, indeed, we believe what our 
news-papers assert respecting Napoleon, 
we ought to suppose, that-every man in 
France has a dagger for his heart. If we 
believe, that he poisoned his own sick sol- 
diers, and that, upon another occasion, ' he 
buried some of them alive, and threw hot- 
lime into the pits upon them ;'if we believe 
these things, we must believe ‘that all 
France holds him in abhorrence. But, com- 
mon sensé, to say nothing of the want of 
| proof, and of the strong presumptive proofs 
‘on the other side, forbid us’ to- believe 
those bloody tales, the fruit ofadesireto profit 
from the credulity and-the fear-begotten 
prejudice of the most credulous and duped 
people in the whole world, Under the 
name of Burvon, it’ is, in the’ Times 
news-paper, ~asserted, that Buonaparte 
caused his wounded soldiers: to be buried 
alive at a certain place in Italy ; and the 
way the publisher goes to work ‘to establish 
the fact’ is this. . ** The fact,’’ ‘says’ ‘he, 
** ‘has been published,’in this'country, ‘these 
‘nine years, and has never yet ‘been 
disproved.’ Let it be disproved if if’ can 
‘he; and, if it be not disproved, it must, 
** of course, be adinitted to be true. There- 
‘* fore, Napoleon caused his wounded sol- 
** diers to. be buried alive.” Now, 
reader, what must that public be supposed 
to be; in what a light nmst the.public in- 
tellect and justice be viewed, wheh'a pub- 
lic writer can make use of sucha mode 
of establishing an important’ historical 
fact? What, in short, is the state’ of 





mind, to which’ that public is arrived, to 
whom’ an interested writer, wishirg’ to 
y |pPlease that public, could address such’ an 
article ?+——Is this the way that just men, 
that men impartial and not’ bl “by 
prejudice, go to work to ‘establish, or to 
verify, accusations? Upon ‘this ‘principle 
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all the ill, asserted of any man, must be 
yelieved without any proof. What was 
asserted, Yor example, against the Prince 
Regent by Messrs. Hunts, must, upon this 
principle, be regarded as quite true, be- 
cause it has not been disproved. If one 
man accused another of theft, the business, 
at the trial, would not be to produce proof 
of the guilt, but proof of the innocence. Sa, 
that this Mr. Burpon, whoever he is, is 


to accuse any one whom he chooses to pick. 


out of any crime that he chooses to name, 
and the accused party is to be looked upon 


as guilly, until he comes forward and pro- | 


duces proof of his innocence. : 
this principle, it is, that the accusations 
against the humanity of Napoleon havé ob- 
tained a currency in this country. There 
is not, as far as I have observed, any one 
of those accusations, which stands upon 


proof, which would be thought sufficient 


to commit a man on an accusation of steal- 
ing turnips or robbing an orchard. It is 
all assertion, ' founded ‘on mere hearsay, or 
sent forth without even alleged hearsay to 
sanction it. The assertions respecting his 
heroic humanity stand upon a different 
foundation.~ The facts are recorded ‘in the 
histories of his campaigns ; they are pub- 
lished amongst a people, who could not be 
easily deceived ; they are accompanied with 
precise dates, with the names of parties 
present, with numerous minute details, 
and they appeal to a great number of living 
Witnesses. Cretr.ie, in his history of 
the Revolution, relates, that Buonaparte, 
during his campaign in Asia, and at a 
time when many of his soldiers were dy- 
ing with the plague, finding the soldiers in 
health disinclined to attend the sick for fear 
of the mortal contagion, went himself to 
the pest-house, and, in the presence of his 
aids-du-camp and others, went up to the 
beds of those who were in the worst 
Stages of the malady, took them by the 
hand, saluted them in‘the kindest manner, 


Yet, upon | 





and thus, by risking his own life, over- 
came that fear which prevented his unfor- 
tunate comrades in arms from receiving the 
assistance so necessary to their recovery, 
——lIt is impossible to doubt of the truth 
of this fact. 
it? Why ‘should the author, a man of 
great talents and great literary reputation, 
hazard his reputation in such a way? 


How invent it? “Why invent 


This fact stands upon a foundation very dif- 
ferent indeed from the facts of Sir Robert 
Wilson, Mr. Burdon, and all that anony- 
mous and abusive rabble of writers, in this 
country, who administer food to the preju- 
dice of a public, who, in the case of Napo- 
leon, will bear to’ be told, that the burden 
of proof lies, not on the accuser, but on 
the accused. If this fact be true, is it 
likely, that those of Sir Robert Wilson and 
‘Mr. Burdon are true? Is it possible? 1 
think that any man of common sense and 
common candour must answer in the ‘nega- 
tive.+——If we were not wilfully blind, we 
must perceive, besides, that Napoleon has 
many qualities (qualities which no one de- 
nies him), calculated to make him an ob- 
ject of respect with the people. ——Upon 
all occasions he shares the toils and the dan- 
gers of his armies. His attention to public 
business is almost incessant. He is sober. 
“His associates, or those‘who appear to be 
most confided in by him, are met famed 
for their talents, in their several stations, 
for their wisdom, for their application to 
business. His hours of recreation are not 
spent at the gaming table, butinthe manly 
exercises of the field.———And yet this is 
the man, whom our news-writers denomi- 
nate a monster, though he is the son-in-law 
of our august ally, the Emperor of Austria ! 
This is the man, because they submit to 
whose sway, these writers call the people 
of France base slaves, deserving the sever- 
est chastisement ! If, indeed, Napoleon 


were a half-mad tyrant; if he were a sort 


of malignant idiot, who, while he kept 


[94 


re 


a 
1 Dm ey = eat tae ees 


a ees 


athe eeepat —RM tD 


ay are , ar oe , wy 
Te + a : af Ps - aie 
—- aon - + . ame pa = 
i — e - —— — —_ * 


ae 


ad a 
2 ws le 


ae cn ed 


ol 


6 <atlapit: ae 2 - _ 
see? ee oe ~~ 








pt. 





- 


. 
bis Artie de sie: Se a SP Be 








, 95) | POLITICAL. REGISTER,— Answer to the Bourbon, Proclamation. 


his own, worthless carcass safe within the 
palace of . St. Cloud, made it his sport. to 
send forth armies to butcher or be butcher- 
ed; if he were a drunkard, a sot, a gam- 
bler, | a swindler, a man, who, . if in 
common . life, . would be kicked , out 
of every, “hotel in Paris ; : if he were 
an ‘emaciated creature, incapable of any 
‘sort of exertion bodily or mental 5, if his 
mornings were spent in bed, his noons at 
the, toilette i ip the midst of washes, pastes, 
and baubles; his nights, sometimes amongst 
that descri tion. of .battered females. who 
would vale 


impotence from, which youth and beauty | 


would turn with disdain, though approach, 
jing them i in a shower of gold, and some- 
‘times amongst roaring drunkards, professed 
gamblers, blacklegs (if there be any such 
in France), rotten rakes, ‘parasites, — and 


pimps. ——If, indeed, Napoleon were a. 


‘man, it, man such a wretch might be call- 


_ed; if he were aman. of this description, ' 


Hien might. we justly. acguse the people of 
France of basengss. in patiently submitting 
‘to his ‘sway ; then, indeed, when. we heard 
thein cry, Vive l’ Empereur! and thurs 
glory in their shame, we might justly ¢all 
them the basest of slaves. In such a case 
every expression of praise, bestowed on 
him or his house, would stamp him who 
used it with .the character of slave, In 


end to. flatter the loathsome 


such a case to boast of being under his 
sway would call, “with irresistible me 
for . our hatred, “and not only for 1 

hatred of this nation, - but, ‘for that. of i 
mankind; for, in such a case, the ‘people 
of France would be adishonour to, the namé 
and form of man.——But, if Napoleon be 
none of this; if he be precisely the con- 
trary of the imaginary character’ that I have 
drawn, with what justice do Wey. of some 
of. US, T revile, the people of France ; with 
what j justice do. we, abuse them, Toad, them 
with every, epithet. and term expressive of 
contempt, for submitting, to. be ruled by 
him ‘ 9——I have now done with nly, pro- 
posed subject and I have only to add, 





that, if what E have said, contain any 
force, whether i in the facts or the arguments 
that I haye advanced, it will require, tg 
answer it, something more than mere, cen 
sure of m2, or than the, imputation of bad 
motives. 1 have not the Vanity. to hope, 
that what I have. said will produce. mouch 
effect ; but, I am of . opinion, that,. unless 
the people of , this “country, by | their dis- 
countenance thereof, put a stop to this in- 
cessant torrent of outrageous abuse, against 
the F rench Emperor and nation, they will 
in vain look for that pease which they ap- 
pear so anxiously to desire, and. which 
is so necessary to. the. Prospesity, of all 
Europe. | 
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